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Founders believed the study of history and citizenship should be at the 
core of every American’s education. By encouraging students to learn more 
about American history and values, we can help prepare the next genera-
tion of Americans to carry our heritage of freedom into the future. To fur-
ther this goal, my Administration has created initiatives such as ‘‘We the 
People’’ and ‘‘Our Documents’’ to help bring the stories and documents 
central to our history into the modern classroom. 

Loyalty Day encourages citizens to demonstrate their commitment to our 
country by supporting our military, serving each other, and teaching our 
young people about our history and values. Being an American is a privi-
lege, and our patriotism is a living faith in our country’s founding ideals 
and the promise of the American Dream. 

The Congress, by Public Law 85–529, as amended, has designated May 1 
of each year as ‘‘Loyalty Day,’’ and I ask all Americans to join me in this 
day of celebration and in reaffirming our allegiance to our Nation. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, GEORGE W. BUSH, President of the United States 
of America, do hereby proclaim May 1, 2004, as Loyalty Day. I call upon 
all the people of the United States to join in support of this national ob-
servance. I also call upon government officials to display the flag of the 
United States on all government buildings on Loyalty Day. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this thirtieth day of 
April, in the year of our Lord two thousand four, and of the Independence 
of the United States of America the two hundred and twenty-eighth. 

GEORGE W. BUSH 

Proclamation 7780 of April 30, 2004 

National Day of Prayer, 2004 

By the President of the United States of America 
A Proclamation 

In his first Inaugural Address, President George Washington prayed that the 
Almighty would preserve the freedom of all Americans. On the National 
Day of Prayer, we celebrate that freedom and America’s great tradition of 
prayer. The National Day of Prayer encourages Americans of every faith to 
give thanks for God’s many blessings and to pray for each other and our 
Nation. 

Prayer is an opportunity to praise God for His mighty works, His gift of 
freedom, His mercy, and His boundless love. Through prayer, we recognize 
the limits of earthly power and acknowledge the sovereignty of God. Ac-
cording to Scripture, ‘‘the Lord is near to all who call upon Him . . . He 
also will hear their cry, and save them.’’ Prayer leads to humility and a 
grateful heart, and it turns our minds to the needs of others. 

On this National Day of Prayer, we pray especially for the brave men and 
women of the United States Armed Forces who are serving around the 
world to defend the cause of liberty. We are grateful for their courage and 
sacrifice and ask God to comfort their families while they are away from 
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home. We also pray that the people of Iraq and Afghanistan, and through-
out the Greater Middle East, may live in safety and freedom. During this 
time, we continue to ask God’s blessing for our Nation, granting us strength 
to meet the challenges ahead and wisdom as we work to build a more 
peaceful future for all. 

The Congress, by Public Law 100–307, as amended, has called on our citi-
zens to reaffirm the role of prayer in our society by recognizing annually 
a ‘‘National Day of Prayer.’’ 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, GEORGE W. BUSH, President of the United States 
of America, do hereby proclaim May 6, 2004, as a National Day of Prayer. 
I ask the citizens of our Nation to give thanks, each according to his or her 
own faith, for the freedoms and blessings we have received and for God’s 
continued guidance and protection. I also urge all Americans to join in ob-
serving this day with appropriate programs, ceremonies, and activities. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this thirtieth day of 
April, in the year of our Lord two thousand four, and of the Independence 
of the United States of America the two hundred and twenty-eighth. 

GEORGE W. BUSH 

Proclamation 7781 of May 7, 2004 

Asian/Pacific American Heritage Month, 2004 

By the President of the United States of America 
A Proclamation 

During Asian/Pacific American Heritage Month, we honor the accomplish-
ments of Asian/Pacific Americans and the many ways they have enriched 
our society and shaped the character of our Nation through their diverse 
languages, cultures, and religious beliefs. 

Today, Asian/Pacific Americans are leaders in public service, business, 
government, science, law, education, athletics, the arts, and many other 
areas. Their love of family, community, and hard work has helped to up-
hold our Nation for many generations. Asian/Pacific American entre-
preneurs are helping to strengthen our economy and our communities 
through their hard work and ingenuity, and they inspire a new generation 
of American innovation through their example. 

Throughout our history, Asian/Pacific Americans have been patriots, an-
swering the call to defend our Nation and to protect the blessings of liberty 
and democracy. Today, in the war on terror, Asian/Pacific Americans serve 
proudly as they carry on our Nation’s noble tradition of advancing the 
cause of freedom around the world. We are grateful for the sacrifice of our 
men and women in uniform and those who love and support them as we 
fight to protect our homeland and make the world safe for democracy. 

Today, the more than 13 million Americans of Asian or Pacific Island herit-
age contribute to the vitality, success, and prosperity of our Nation. To 
honor the achievements and contributions of Asian/Pacific Americans, the 
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